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June 2009*
Valley Region Employment I mproves

*Valley employment is up for the fourth month in arow. The changes are small but positive and the
improvement has been in full-time positions. The number of part-time jobs has declined over this
time period.

*The unemployment rate fell from 9 percent in May to 8 percent in June because of the employment
gain and alabour force decline. The unemployment rate has fallen in each of the last three months.

*Employment is down from June of 2008, however, both in full and part-time jobs and the
unemployment rate was lower then at 7.4 percent.

*Valley employment began a downward trend in September of 2008 but growth returned in March of
this year. While employment has been above last year’s level for each of the first five months of
2009, June's employment is lower. The rate of growth from seasorel factors so far this year is dower
than last year.

*Most of the employment loss over the past year has been in the Goods Sector, particularly in
Manufacturing and Construction. The Service Sector aso had itsshare of losses but has recovered
well and now employs more than it did in June of 2008.

Economic Region Data: 3 month average (endingin June 2009)

Cape Breton | North Shore Annapolis Southerq Nova Halifax

Valley Scotia

Population 15+ 115,100 131,400 101,600 103,300 320,600
L abour force 64,100 80,000 62,600 64,400 232,100
Employed 54,000 70,300 57,700 57,100 217,500
Unemployed 10,100 9,700 5,000 7,300 14,600
Participation rate 55.7% 60.9% 61.6% 62.3% 72.4%
Unemployment rate 15.8% 12.1% 8.0% 11.3% 6.3%
Source: Statistics Canada's Labour Force Survey Data

*Thisreport isan analysis of three month moving average data from Statistics Canada’ s monthly Labour Force Survey. The
reader should be cautioned that because of relatively small sample sizes in subprovincial regions, data reliability may be an issue.
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In the News

Muir Murray Estate Wineryopened May 1 in Lower Wolfville. www.muirmurrayestatewinery.com
Kentville Advertiser - June 9, 2009

Annapolis Highland Vineyards in Bear River East held their grand opening recently and currently employ six people
in grape growing and wine production. Annapolis County Spectator — June 25, 2009

ER’s/Wanderers Lounge (Windsor) officially closed June 1 due primarily to agrowing lack of disposable
income/rising costs.  Hants Journal - June 18, 2009

Gaspereau Press (Kentville) have had to make cutbacks: two full-time jobs have been eliminated: an editorial position
and abindery position. It was also necessary to reduce the marketing and promotions position to part-time hours.
Kentville Advertiser - June 2, 2009

Kings County Council has given the green light to the Kingsport central water projectat acost of about $2.2 million.
Kentville Advertiser - June 9, 2009

Roscoe Construction’s $11.4 million proposal for the tilt-up arena and community room will make up the first phase of
the long-awaited Kings M utual Century Centre. Construction will be slow going through 2009, but the tilt-up arena
will likely beraised early in 2010. Kings County Register - June 25, 2009

Construction will begin on North Street in Middleton August 1st on the installation of storm sewers, new sanitary
sewers, anew lift station, and curbs and sidewal ks with $750,000 in funding from the Canada I nfrastructure program.
Annapolis County Spectator — June 11, 2009

The Annapolis Valley Regional School Board (AVRSB) has approved a draft budget for 2009/10 which calls for the
reduction of 25 teaching positions due to declining enrolments. To meet the target, there will be no layoffs; the
reductions will be made through retirements.  Kings County Register - June 9, 2009

The cost of roadwork is up due to high demand for construction throughout the Valley thisyear. Inlight of cost
increases, several projectsinKentville have been deferred until next summer’s construction season but no projects will
be cancelled. Kentville Town Council approved awarding 2009 Capital Works projectsto Howard Little Excavating
in the amount of $1,920,410. Kentville Advertiser - June 16, 2009

For more information please contact . . .

Gary Hartlin Glenn McMullen

Economist Labour Market Information Analyst

99 Wyse Road, P.O. Box 1350 495 Main Street

Dartmouth, Nova Scotia B2Y 4B9 Kentville, Nova Scotia B4N 3W5

(902) 426-5561 (902) 679-5516

E-mail: gary.hartlin@servicecanada.gc.ca E-mail:glenn.mcmullen@servicecanada.gc.ca
Web site: www.labourmarketinformation.ca Web site: www.labourmarketinformation.ca
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